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SUBJECT: NEW ACTIVITIES IN SHIPPING AGENCY FIELD 
REF: ALEXANDRIA 04 1 3 (NOTAL) 

1 . REETEL REPORTED THAT AHMED EEEAT, CHAIRMAN OE US/EGYPT BUINESS 
COUNCIL, HAD INEORMED ME THAT HE WAS "SHADOW PARTNER" IN A NEWLY 
ESTABLISHED AGENCY, A "CONSULTANCY" IN MARITIME AND SHIPPING 
AEFAIRS. HIS WIFE IS THE PARTNER OE RECORD. 

2. DURING A MEETING I JUNE, TO DISCUSS OTHER MATTERS, ADMIRAL 
MAHMOUD EL SAMAK, EIRST UNDERSECRETARY OE MARITIME TRANSPORT 
MINISTRY, SAID HE UNDERSTOOD AHMED EEEAT HAD DISCUSSED WITH 
ME NEW AGENCY HE AND EEEAT WERE ESTABLISHING. ALTER I REPLIED 
EEEAT HAD SPOKEN ONLY OF HIS OWN ROLE AND HIS WILE'S, SAMAK SAID 
THAT HIS WILE WAS MRS. EEEAT'S PARTNER AND THAT EOR NOW THE TWO 
MEN WOULD NOT BE "OUT ERONT ". 

3. HE DID SAY THAT IE THE AGENCY WENT WELL, THEY WOULD LEAVE 
GOVERNMENT TO DEVOTE LULL TIME TO THAT WORK. HE INDICATED THAT 
THEY HOPED TO EUNCTION AS REGULAR SHIPPING AGENTS, NOTING THAT 
NATIONALIZED AGENCIES, WHICH ALL SHIPPERS MUST USE, ARE HOPELESS 
AND THERE IS GREAT NEED EOR PRIVATE AGENCIES. 
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4. COMMENT: ASIDE EROM BLATANT CONELICT OE INTEREST ON SAMAK’S 
PART (THE NATIONALIZED AGENCIES ARE THE BULK OF THE MINISTRY IN 
TERMS OF MANPOWER AND WORKLOAD), SAMAK HAS BEEN PUBLICLY QUOTED 
AS UNALTERABLY OPPOSED TO RETURN OF AGENCY WORK TO THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR. THIS IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OE THE MARITIME TRANSPORT 
MINISTRY'S 

OPERATIONS: MAKE THINGS SO DIEEICULT WORKING THROUGH THEM THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


"CONSULTANTS" MUST BE HIRED TO GET THE JOB DONE (THE FORMER 
MINISTER'S BROTHER OPERATED SUCH AN AGENCY. 

CHASE 
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